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Membership Pack for 2025/26 
Thank you for your interest in becoming a member of Darwin Pistol Club (DPC). 

DPC was established in 1965 and is the largest pistol club in the Greater Darwin region with 
more than 250 members. Based at the Micket Creek Shooting Complex, the club is proud to 
host various levels of competitions from weekly club shoots to interclub meets and national 
events that attract visitors from across the Northern Territory and Australia. 

Membership 
DPC welcomes you, if you:  

 have genuine interest in sports shooting 
 are a resident of the NT 
 have no criminal history that would prevent you from being granted a Category H 

Sports Shooter’s Licence  
 will be an active club member 
 can commit to the minimum participation rates required by legislation (see below). 
 have read and understand the club rules, policies and code of conduct available on 

the DPC website. 

Participation Requirements 
The Firearms Act and Regulations set out requirements for participation rates for Category H 
Sports Shooter's Licences. All club members must sign the range book each time they 
attend the club but also keep their own participation records.  

 
No. of disciplines Shoots per year 

1 or 2 12 

3 14 

4 18 

5 22 

6 26 

7 30 

In all cases you must shoot at least 3 times per quarter throughout the year. 

Disciplines 
The club offers seven approved disciplines: 

 Black Powder 
 ICORE (International Confederation of Revolver Enthusiasts) 
 IPSC (International Practical Shooting Confederation) 
 ISSF/UIT (International Sports Shooting Federation) 
 Metallic Silhouette  
 NRA Action 
 Service Pistol. 

More information is available on our website: darwinpistolclub.org.au/disciplines 
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Category H Sports Shooter’s Licensing and  
Membership Application Process 
 

You must have a genuine reason/need for holding a firearms licence.  

Step 1. Start your DPC membership application 
 
For a Category H Licence you must become (and remain) a financial member of a pistol club 
to support your licence. 
 

a) You must choose one discipline to start off with. If you are not a Cat H licence holder, 
we recommend you attend an Open Day where you can try the sport. Find out about 
how and when to join us on an Open Day from our website: 
darwinpistolclub.org.au/membership/open-day  
 

b) If you choose not to participate in an Open Day, you need to attend the club for an 
introductory discussion with the Membership Secretary (even if you hold a Cat H 
licence). Interviews are available on Sundays between 10:30am to 11.30am.  
 

c) After the first visit, you must return to the club on another Sunday to start your 
membership application and shooter’s permit processes. (See Attachment X for 
flowchart) 
 
You need to bring:  

 the completed application form physically signed as hard copies (available at 
the back of this info pack) 

 2 written character references (physically signed hard copies) 
 fee (cash or card accepted) 
 photo (can be emailed to membership@darwinpistolclub.org.au). 

 
d) Junior applicants must also provide written confirmation of support to participate in 

the sport from a parent or guardian, who will be required to accompany them to all 
attendances at the club. (See Attachment X for flowchart) 
 

e) Associate member applicants must follow this new member process and provide the 
name of their primary club, and proof of safety/holster assessment. (See Attachment X 
for flowchart) 
 

f) Interstate transferees who hold Category H licences must follow this new member 
process and provide a letter of introduction from their previous interstate club and a 
proof of safety/holster assessment. (See Attachment X for flowchart) 

 
Step 2. Start your Category H Permit 
 

a) Once your DPC membership application has been processed (see step 1) you will be 
issued with a membership certificate so you can apply for your 6-month Category H 
Permit: 
 PF474A – Certificate of Firearms club Membership – Club Support of Application 

for Permit to Use Category H Firearm under Supervision 
 
 
 

b) Take this PF474A certificate to the Palmerston Police Station with: 
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 the completed F444A – Application for Category H Sports Shooter’s 
Licence/Permit form (available from the NT Police Firearms website: 
pfes.nt.gov.au/police/firearmsweapons/licence-and-permit-information    

c) 100 points of ID and proof of residential address. 
 
If your application is accepted, you will receive your Category H Permit in the mail in about 28 
days.  
 
Step 3. Attend the DPC Safety Course 
 

a) When you receive your Permit card, advise the club and arrange to attend the safety 
course for the discipline you have chosen.  

 
b) The safety course takes a number of weeks and requires regular attendance. 

 
c) You must have your physical permit card with you to shoot. 

 
Step 4. Apply for your full Category H Shooter’s Licence 
 

a) Once you have completed the relevant safety course: 
1. Your Safety Course trainer is required to sign off the assessment paperwork and 

certificate. 
2. A safety compliance letter is signed by your trainer and a club delegate. 
3. PF474B – Certificate of Firearms club Membership – Club Support of Application 

for Category H Sport Shooters Licence is issued to you.  
4. PF492 – Permission to Store Firearms Notice is signed by a club delegate.  

 
b) Take these to the Palmerston Police Station to apply for your licence: 

 compliance letter 
 PF474B and PF492 
 completed F444A – Application for Category H Sports Shooter’s Licence/Permit 

form (available from the NT Police Firearms website: 
pfes.nt.gov.au/police/firearmsweapons/licence-and-permit-information    

 
You can keep attending club shoots with your permit card, unless it runs out before your full 
licence arrives. 
 

 
  


